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A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) OR THIRTY (30) DAYS, 
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- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 . 1 36(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
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DETAILED ACTION 



Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 

1 . A request for continued examination imder 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set forth in 
37 CFR 1.17(e), was filed in this appUcation after final rejection. Since this application is 
ehgible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.1 14, and the fee set forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e) 
has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action has been withdrawn pursuant to 
37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed on 10/7/2004 has been entered. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 



2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 



3. Claims 1,2,4-8,10-25,27-31,33,34,36-40,42-46 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as 
being unpatentable over Klein (5479411) in view of Sit et al (6349336) in further view of Cooper 
et al (6052442) in view o f Seshadri(6249808). 
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As per claims 1,7,8,13,14,22,26,28,34,39,42, Klein (5479411) teaches an email 
notification system comprising: 

"an email server stored" as email network (col. 4 lines 20-25) 

"an email notification email message" as retrieving email in a convention 

email system (col. 4 lines 20-25) 

"a header extraction process email" as extracting header email info (col. 2 lines 

40-50) 

"a text to speech converter. . ..information voicemail message" as converting 

the header email and dehvered a voice mail message (col. 2 lines 20-40); 

"wherein the voicemail server includes a process to notify the subscriber of the voicemail 

message" as teaching notifying the subscriber of the voicemail message containing the converted 

header information (col. 6 lines 1-22) 

Klein (5479411) does not explicitly teach the details of the polling process, however, Sit 
et al (6349336) teaches the commimication protocols involving email servers, especially with 
automatic polling (col. 4 lines 45-60). Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary 
skill in the art of email communications to automatically periodically poll an email server 
because it would advantageously allow for updating and monitoring the performance of the 
server ( Sit et al (6349336) col. 4 lines 55-60). 



The combination of Klein (5479411) in view of Sit et al (6349336) does not explicitly 
teach checking for new email messages when a predetermined amount of time as elapsed. 
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however, Cooper et al ( 6052442) teaches periodic checking for new email at predetermined 
intervals (Cooper et al (6052442). col. 8 lines 7-12; col. 8 lines 14-37). Therefore, it would have 
been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art of retrieving emails to modify the teachings of 
Klein (5479411) in view of Sit et al (6349336) to automatically retrieve new emails at periodic 
intervals because it would advantageously allow the user to specify the time of day to retrieve 
new emails, without having to be there physically (col. 8 lines 18-20). 

The combination of Klein (5479411) in view of Sit et al (6349336) in further view of 
Cooper et al (6052442) does not explicitly teach the polling, communication, or the splitting of 
the email and voicemail messages, along with status changes, and header tracking, however, 
Seshadri(6249808) teaches the splitting of a message into voicemail and email, wherein 
communication between the individual servers occurs (Fig. 1; Fig. 3, Fig. 5; col. 4 line 57 - col. 
5 line 30). Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art of 
voice/email messaging to modify the teachings of the combination of Klein (5479411) in view of 
Sit et al (6349336) in further view of Cooper et al (6052442) with a email to voicemail 
notification process because it would advantageously distinguish special purpose 
email/voicemail from conventional emails ( Seshadri(6249808), col. 2 lines l-15;col. 1 lines 50- 
60)). 



As per claims 2,13,14,40, the combination of Klein (5479411) in view of Sit et al 
(6349336) in view of Cooper et al (6052442) in further view of Seshadri(6249808) teaches 
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notifying the subscriber of the voicemail message containing the converted header information 
( Klein r54794in. col. 6 lines 1-22) 

As per claims 5,6,11,12,15,17,25,31,36,38,43,44, the combination of Klein (5479411) in 
view of Sit et al (6349336) in view of Cooper et al (6052442) in further view of 
Seshadri(6249808) teaches control protocols (Klein (547941 Dx ol. 3 lines 46-67) 

As per claims 4,10,12,16,23,24,29,30,37,45, the combination of Klein (5479411) in view 
of Sitetal (6349336) in view of Cooper et al (6052442) in further view of Seshadri(6249808) 
teaches multiple email accounts and servers (Klein (547941 l), col. 4 lines 20-31; furthermore, the 
combination of the Klein in view of Sit teaches multiple email accounts, and in combination with 
Cooper, teaches multiple email account access with for muhiple user, who would have the option 
of checking email at their discretion, or in other, at different times) 

As per claims 18-20, the combination of Klein (547941 1) in view of Sit et al (6349336) 
in view of Cooper et al (6052442) in further view of Seshadri(6249808) teaches contact 
information (Klein (547941 D. col. 4 lines 2-19; and col. 5 lines 1-24) 

As per claims 21,27,33,46, the combination of Klein (5479411) in view of Sit et al 
(6349336) in view of Cooper et al (6052442) in further view of Seshadri(6249808) teaches email 
information can include other types of media (Klein (547941 l), col. 6 lines 27-50). 
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Response to Arguments 



4. Applicant's arguments filed 10/12/2004 have been fully considered but are moot in view 
of the new grounds of rejection. Examiner notes the introduction of the Seshadri(6249808) 
reference to address the separation of a message into voice and email, along with header 
information, protocol sharing, and the like, as claimed in the amended claim language. 



disclosure. Please see related art listed on the PTO-892 form. 



6. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier conmiimications fi-om the 
examiner should be directed to Michael Opsasnick, telephone number (571)272-7623, 
who is available Tuesday-Thursday, 9am-4pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Mr. Richemond Dorvil, can be reached at (571)272-7602. The fax phone nxmiber for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-fi-ee). 



Conclusion 



5. 



The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to appUcant*s 



mno 



7/23/06 




Examiner 



Art Unit 2626 



